Endoscopic insertion of esophageal selfexpandable antireflux metal stents is a widely used procedure. The implantation is usually regarded as safe, with a low rate of complications. Here Fig. 1 ). Both fragments of the stent were removed immediately by endoscopy (l " Fig. 2 Fig. 3 ). Two months later, a contrastenhanced computed tomography (CT) scan was taken at the University Hospital CharitØ, Campus Benjamin Franklin, Berlin. The scan showed an incomplete fracture in the proximal third of the stent (l " Fig. 4 ). Both fragments of the stent were removed immediately by endoscopy. Fracture of an esophageal stent is a rare event. A Medline search revealed only five reports of six patients. The authors of these reports suggested that the fractures were caused by thermal overstrain induced by laser application [1] or defective material [1, 2] , or that they were spontaneous [3 -5] . All the stents used in the above reports were self-expandable metal stents without an antireflux valve and were constructed from different materials (mostly nitinol) and obtained from different companies. To our knowledge, we report the first two incidents of fracFracture of a covered self-expanding antireflux stent in two patients with distal esophageal carcinoma 
